
LL4109V/LL5109V/LL6109V International Law and Asia (ILA) 

How does a rising Asia relate to the international community and international law? The region's 
rich diversity of states and societies challenges assumptions of universality and also affects 
cooperation between states on issues such as human rights violations, environmental harm and 
the facilitation of freer trade. Changes in the international order also impact Asia, especially 
increasing Sino-American conflict and many of these changes may accelerate in the wake of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  The seminar will discuss key issues of law and legal approaches in Asia, such 
as sovereignty, as well as provide for presentations by students on identified research subjects. 

At the end of the course, participants should be able to:  

1. Demonstrate awareness about the historical, cultural and “Western” origins of public 
international law, both generally and in application to expectations about Asia. 

2. Describe and explain various indigenous efforts to increase the regionalization of Asia, and 
to generate regional norms and institutions. This especially for ASEAN and ASEAN-led 
processes in the region. 

3. Describe and explain differences (and similarities) in the global community and regional 
approaches to a selected topic examined in the course. 

4. Develop a topic of interest and relevance to the key themes of the course, and to research 
and write up the identified topic with depth, rigour and insight.  

Seminars of the course 1-4 deal with the history and “Western” origins of public international law 
and the emergence of the current global order, both generally and in application to expectations 
about Asia. The regionalization of Asia and the historical development of regional norms and 
institutions will be discussed, especially in ASEAN and ASEAN-led processes. 

Seminars 5-8 will consider and debate current issues of interest and controversy, where there are 
differences (and similarities) in the global community and regional approaches. For 2019-20, these 
will include human rights and specific issues relating to the Rakhine state/ Rohingya situation in 
Myanmar, and to human trafficking in the region, as well as to the development of sustainable 
development norms in the economy.  

Thereafter, course participants will be given initiative to develop research and write their own 
single-author research papers (short and final) for submission. Course participants will confer with 
the course coordinator on their work-in-progress and there will be no classes from week 9 
onwards.  
 

International Environmental Law 

Do environmental degradation and climate change concern and threaten human development? 
What can states and public international law do to protect against those harms and promote 
globally accepted solutions? Given global diversity and yet common concerns, how are we to 
shape the processes, treaties, institutions and norms for cooperation? 

The course will be relevant to those interested in public international law and how it can be used 
and adapted for use in addressing the global challenges of environmental protection. For those 
who have an interest and prior knowledge of public international law it is an occasion to see how 
public international law evolves from the participation of sovereign states, some of whom may 



challenge and doubt certain objectives of environmental protection and assert their rights to use 
resources and grow their economy as they see fit. For those with specific interest in environmental 
protection, the course provides an opportunity to understand how legal concepts and norms, 
treaty making and compliance are shifting to try to foster universal acceptance and global 
cooperation on a range of environmental concerns.  

At the end of the course participants should be able to:  

1. Demonstrate awareness about key environmental concerns and threats including climate 
change, transboundary pollution (and especially the haze in ASEAN), the conservation of 
species and habitats and the change of economic direction towards sustainable 
development, and the specific legal principles, treaties and other instruments in these 
areas. 

2. Describe and explain various treaty-making efforts and their differing approaches, in terms 
of their norms and institutions and also the ways they seek to increase the acceptance of 
new norms and compliance with obligations and undertakings.  

3. Describe and explain the ways in which law is used by governments in environmental 
protection and the processes in which non-state actors such as non-governmental 
organizations and private sector corporations and financial institutions can be influenced or 
can influence these processes.  

Seminars 1-6 survey the substantive development of public international law in relation to 
environmental protection. This begins with outgrowth of customary international law and pre-
existing principles and then examines the development of more specific environmental regimes, 
utilizing innovative approaches. In particular, the norms and laws examined will relate to the 
conservation of species and habitats, transboundary pollution and the Southeast Asian haze, the 
ozone layer, and climate change. In addition to explicating the substantive law, the course survey 
the different ways in which treaty-making is approached. 

Seminars 7-12 will then consider cross cutting concerns of public international law in relation to 
environmental concerns, including the relationship to trade and investment laws, compliance and 
enforcement, tools and institutions for monitoring, finance and cooperation, and the roles of non-
governmental organizations and private sector corporations in multi-level governance.  If time 
permits, for 2019-20, the course will explore how a regime to deal with plastic waste can evolve. 

 
Class Participation - 15%; Short Paper and Presentation (video recording)- 35% & Final Research 
Assignment - 50%  

 


